DEVICE SAFETY

Compatible connections, incompatible products

BY JULIA MARDERS, RN, MS

AFTER GOING to the bathroom, a
confused patient mistakenly attached
the air hose from a sequential com-
pression device (used with antiem-
bolism stockings) to his I.V. tubing.
Luckily, the compressor was turned
off so air didn’t enter the 1.V. tubing.
If it had, he could have sustained an
air embolism and died.

What went wrong?

Some medical devices intended for
different uses have compatible luer-
connector designs, so the potential
for unintentional cross-connection
exists. You can minimize the risk
of accidental, potentially fatal
cross-connections with a few sim-

ple precautions:

¢ Be familiar with any medical de-
vice you're using. Follow the man-
ufacturer’s recommendations and
cautions regarding compatibility
with other devices.

¢ Be aware of the potential for in-
advertent cross-connections.

* Notify your facility’s risk man-
ager and biomedical department of
any potentially dangerous compati-
bility issues involving medical de-
vices in your patient-care area.

* If your patient is confused, check
on him frequently. Hide tubings as
much as possible so he won’t be
tempted to unplug and reconnect
them. Remind him to call for assis-

tance if he needs to get out of bed.
o If a patient sustains a serious in-
jury or dies, or if equipment mal-
functions because of a known or
suspected device cross-connection,
notify the person at your facility
who’s responsible for reporting
such problems. @
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Although you need to support the adverse event-
reporting policy of your health care facility, you may vol-
untarily report a medical device that doesn't perform

as intended by calling Med h at 1-800-FDA-1088
(fax: 1-800-FDA-0178; online at http://www.fda.gov/
medwatch). The opinions and statements in this report
are those of the author and may not reflect the views of
the Department of Health and Human Services. Beverly
Albrecht Gallauresi, RN, BS, MPH, coordinates Device
Safety.




